JAMES,   DUKE  OF  YORK

witness, says that he made a very real effort to prove himself a just and
clement ruler in Scotland; and Halifax, who was neither biased in
James's favour nor inclined to condone harshness, and who had sup-
ported a movement to remove Lauderdale on the ground of his undue
severity, said that James "did a great deal of good in Scotland by his
influence and watchfulness in that mutinous kingdom".

One of the gravest general charges that has been brought against
James is in connection with his administration of Scotland. It was first
propounded by Burnet in the following words:

When any are to be struck in the boots, it is done in the presence
of the Council and upon that occasion almost all offer to run away.
The sight is so dreadful, that without an order restraining such a
number to stay, the board would be forsaken. But the Duke, while
he had been in England, was so far from withdrawing, that he
looked on all the while with unmoved indifference, and with an
attention, as if he had been to look on some curious experiment.
This gave a terrible idea of him to all that observed it, as of a man
that had no bowels nor humanity in him.

This statement of fact may be true, but it need not bear the implication
that Burnet places on it: James was not a man of acute sensibility, and
he could easily have forgotten the sufferings of the victims in his con-
centration on the evidence. But even that degree of truth is denied by
the annotators of Burnet, who point out that many of James's inveterate
enemies had written accounts of this very period, and had made no
mention of a circumstance which they could hardly have overlooked if
they had known of it.

But Macaulay, ignoring the commentators, although their notes
appear in the edition of Burnet which he habitually used, not only
accepted the story, but gave it currency in an improved form:

The Duke of York, it was remarked, seemed to take pleasure in
the spectacle which some of the worst men then living were unable
to contemplate without pity and horror. He not only came to
Council when the torture was to be inflicted, but watched the
agonies of the sufferers with that sort of interest and complacency
with which men observe a curious experiment in science;

and, as if he felt he had not sufficiently misused his authority, he
improved on his first* effort on a later page.

He who had expressed just indignation when the priests of his
own faith were hanged and quartered amused himself with hearing